246. LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR*
pretoria,
January 21, 1914
TO
the secretary for the interior
pretoria
sir,
Before leaving for Phoenix I venture to express my thanks to
General Smuts for the patient and kindly interviews that he has
been pleased to grant me during a time of overwhelming pressure.
My countrymen will remember with gratitude his great considera-
tion.
I understand that the Minister is unable to accept (with regard
to the Indian Enquiry Commission) either (1) my suggestion that
a member representing Indian interests should be co-opted when
questions of policy are enquired into; or (2) my suggestion that
a second Commission, with Indian representation, should be ap-
pointed to deal with these questions only; the present Commission
in that case becoming purely judicial. I submitted a third pro-
posal also, but this, in view of the Government's decision, I need
not state here. Had any of my suggestions been viewed favourably
by the Government, it would have been possible for my country-
men to assist the labours of the present Commission. But with
regard to leading evidence before this Commission (which has a poli-
tical as well as a judicial character) they have conscientious scruples,
and these have taken with them a solemn and religious form. I
may state briefly that these scruples were based on the strong feeling
that the Indian community should have been either consulted or
represented where questions of policy were concerned.
The Minister, I observe, appreciates these scruples, and regards
them as honourable, but is unable to alter his decision. As,
you make the change and sign on the spot?5 'Certainly.'" Charles Fner
pp, 96-7. The settlement reached, Gandhiji and Andrews left for Durban, by
the 11 o'clock train, on January 22* According to the Governor-General's obser-
vations at the end of his despatch of January 22, 1914, the sentence inserted at
Gandhiji's suggestion was: "He also recognizes the motive which makes you
unwilling to revive old sores by courting libd proceedings before another
tribunal." Vide Appendix XXI, paragraph L F«fe also the following item.
1 This was reproduced in Indian Opinwn, 28*1-1914; also, a summary is
found in SafyagFoka in South Africa, Ch. XLDC

